Objectives and Priorities

Each year, WERA holds its Annual General Meeting (AGM) and this year we held our AGM in
February 2010, in which a list of priorities were decided upon for the main focus of bringing
change to Weir Estate Residents lives as Lambeth Residents. These priorities were decided and
voted on at the March 2010 meeting.

Objectives: -
We aim to be a collective and strong voice for all residents who live on Weir [
Estate, Weir Road SW12, whether they are a Council Resident or i
leaseholder. We seek to represent the views and concerns of residents in a
fair and unbiased manner to bring much needed change and improvement
to their lives as residents of Lambeth.

We aim to encourage fair and open discussion incorporating all residents
who are able to attend meetings and correspond with WERA in a way that
suits their needs why seeking new ways to engage and encourage
participation in the efforts of the Association regardless of Age, Race,
Gender, Sexual Orientation or Religious Beliefs. All residents can attend meetings to air their concerns and
WERA will seek to tackle any matters arising for the benefit and consideration of the resident.

We will treat all residents equally and without prejudice as well as advise and assist where necessary.
WERA is one voice of a community and that voice can and does make a difference. BE PART OF THE
CHANGE, Please Support WERA Today!

Priorities for 2010:
¢ Community Garden situated at Anfield Close
« Bringing old refuse chambers into use for storage
¢ Windows/doors and estate redecoration (until completed)
* Repainting of railings across the estate
 Continue to improve residents involvement and communications in and from WERA
« Estate Services: Monitor and Improve (cleaning, grounds maintenance such as raised bedding areas)
* Resolve issues with Mobile Phone masts and contracts

Next Meeting

Tuesday, 13" April 2010, 7pm to 9pm
at The Weir Link, 33 Weir Road, London, SW12 ONU

At our next we will be thanking and saying farewell to our MP, Keith
Hill who is set to retire at the Election. We would like to invite ALL
residents to attend and hear from Keith who is now Chair of the
Lambeth Living Board. MP Keith Hill has dedicated many years to
serving our community and therefore we will be honouring his time
as our MP at our meeting on 13" April.

We hope you will join us to wish him well for the future!
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Read the full interview on the back page!

Plus lots more exclusive interviews online at www.wera.org.uk
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Weir transformation continues
across estate

Work to finally transform homes and blocks on Weir Estate continues to roll out across the estate with the
removal of paint on exterior block walls in open fronted blocks, near completion of a new coat of paint in
closed blocks.

The completion of window installations in the last block,
Quennel House is well underway. Also many more residents
now have brand new secure doors to their homes. Weir
Estate which has been undergoing major work to homes with
the installation of much needed new double glazed windows
and doors since October last year, has now moved into one
of its final vital phases of brightening all internal areas of
estate blocks with a new coat of paint.

Scaffolding on four blocks Weir House, West, Jewell and
Glanville Houses have been removed, revealing a brighter
looking appearance to the estate with the completion of
communal windows and homes which has reversed years of
deterioration of Weir Estate bringing a new lease of life,
much to the delight of residents. WERA has continued to monitor the progress of works as it has continued to
move across the estate as well as working closely with Contractor Breyer Group.

Chair, Dave McEvoy said of theworks @ 9 S NB RIF & ¢S | NB aSSAy3a ¥ihefhangesi
being made to our Estate, | am delighted to see a much brighter future not to mention the security this wi
G2 GK2&S f A D AN6Es arg not edbetad toSidish dn tih& edtdte before the middle of this year.
Painting works had been hampered by damp and long term damage to the brick work in blocks which has had to
be corrected before a new coat of paint can be applied to the open fronted blocks. Two of which now have their
first coat in preparation for a finish being applied. Residents have seen drastic changes to the condition of their
homes following the installation of Windows such as the reduction in heating bills and improved security.

Weir has been part of a program of works to five estates across Lambeth and funded as part of Lambeth Living
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after pressure by WERA to bring much needed change after 60 years of rusting metal windows as well run down
and tired looking blocks. The new coats of paint will bring a long awaited improvement to the overall
appearance of the estate and residents will be invited to join WERA for a ribbon cutting event to mark the end of
the works and new beginning for Weir Estate later on in the year as well as a visit from Lambeth Living Director
of Property Services responsible for major work next month.
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bring to so many and to a whole estate, | am hoping reg&lwill join us imecognisingi K A & ® ¢

Keep up with the very latest News, updates and interviews on our fantastic website
www.wera.org.uk

You can read the latest estate major works updates as well as our great WERA Asks
giving you an exclusive insight into those who manage life across the borough and to

your homes. WERA.org.uk is the website for your association and estate.

5 2 V' Q{lout Viskt #he website today, all the latest information at your fingertips!




Website Poll Suggests Labour Candidate Chuka Umunna, has
Commanding Lead to be Next Constituency MP

APollwhichwash el d as part of wanthSpecialyhgs put the Lsbour Cahdidate dbut c
in a commanding lead with sixty three percent of the vote with Liberal Democrat Candidate, Chris
Nicholson in second place with Thirty per cent of resulit.

WERA Asked the four Parliamentary Streatham nominees to
succeed current MP Keith Hill at this year's General Election,
twenty questions and held the poll to gauge opinion of who
people thought was the best candidate to become the next
Member of Parliament for our area. With the election expected
on May 6th, Labour Candidate Chuka Umunna came out as the
clear front runner though during the vote was closely followed by
Mr Nicholson. Conservative Candidate, Rahoul Bhansali came out
a drifting third place with just three per cent of the vote with the
Green Candidate getting no votes in the online poll.

The Candidates who are currently fighting it out to win the hearts and minds of local people have all taken
part in the interviews on what they can offer the Streatham Constituency which is also made up of areas in
Clapham, Brixton, Balham and Tulse Hill. The poll which though not any proper indication of the wider
preferences with just 30 votes cast did show that the two horse race is clearly between Labour and the Lib
Dems who both insist they can win the seat to be the new MP. Current MP Keith Hill is set to retire from
parliament after 18 years and will hand over the mantle of representing the areas to one of the new
candidates. Chuka Umunna who lives in the constituency is keen to fulfil a life-long ambition of representing
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Liberal Democrat Candidate, Chris Nicholson who has moved into the constituency in order to be able to
represent it and has told of his ambition to bring much needed change to the area as MP after adopting
children and working for numerous charities. The fight for the finishing post is certainly set to be a close call
though this poll suggests that Chuka has a decisive lead over his opponents which he described as
W2 2 yRSNF dzZf Q T2 € f thiseloffil canididabes Hava isited aNdbaedzhoiviéiaddund Weir
Estate and have promised to continue to support the efforts of the residents Association to bring change to
the community and the area as well as supporting the needs and rights of the residents. During the six
weeks that the parliamentary Candidates exclusive WERA Asks Interviews where a main focus of the
associations website on wera.orgukd | 4 I Kdz2S Ay ONBlFasS Ay LIS2LXx S
website.

Prime Minister, Gordon Brown is yet to announce the General elections but all media reports suggest that
the PM will call it for the same day as the local elections on the 6™ May 2010, in which ward Councillors will

also seek election as well as who will be in control of Lambeth for the next four years.

The polling station for this area will be at: Bonneville Christian Centre, Rudloe Road SW12 0JA

Who are you most likely to vote for in the General Election?

Conservative (Rahoul Bhansali) - 3% (1 vote)
Green Party (Rebecca Findlay) - 0% (0 votes)
Labour (Chuka Umunna) - 63% (19 votes)
Liberal Democrats (Chris Nicholson) - 30% (9 votes)
Another unlisted party - 3% (1 vote)

30 votes in total



http://www.lambethliving.org.uk/

WERA AShS....

Please introduce yourself.
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Can you explain what your role is?
My role as RPO involve me working to develop local community groups that can represent their communities, identify where
necessary particular training needs and facilitate access to such in the aim of capacity building individuals and groups.

In what way do you directly work with residents?

I have being assigned to working with groups particularly in Clapham, as part of the contribution of the Central Team, that also
works with Brixton residents. Through face to face meetings, telephone conversations, email and via letters | communicate with
the residents of my Area (normally through the structure of their individual TRAs). My aim is to listen and be able to provide
advice, support and direction to community groups to be successful at representing their communities.

What does community mean to you?
People identifying that they have many things in common, to work together for the common good.

In your opinion, what benefit does being part of a community group bring?
The fact that you can be part of a group, mean that your efforts can be multiplied to a level that enables change to occur.

What CD would you have at home in your CD player at the moment?
Something spiritual, such as the works of Burning Spear or to bring things up to date, Taurus Riley, something that deals with
reality.

What do you think is the most important aspect to be a Resident Participation Officer?
One needs to be a good listener, able to put people at their ease and get the best out individuals who are often prone to under
estimate their own potential. and stick to the task to produce the positive changes that residents desire.

If you could adapt your role, what would you introduce?
All new residents should be signposted to joining their TRA at the beginning of tenancies or on moving into the community.

In what way do you work directly with Weir Estate Residents Association?
I am kept in the loop in what takes place in the WERA community. | take part in meetings as often as | can, contributing to
discussions as they arise and accept my role in AGM activities.

What was the last book you read?
The Brotherhood of the Unicorn by Wilfred LB Fraser took me on a journey of the adventure of becoming a teenager (a positive
reflection). This is the work of a local author who has produced his work as a response of giving others a glimpse into the past of
an earlier generation.

In what ways do you feel residents help to shape the Borough?
Residents are willing to participate, and | believe that they hold the power to be listened to and be consulted. Things can begin
with very local involvement, but it has being my experience, that the voice of the TRA Rep, can go on to influence policies and
decision making that have Borough wide significance.

What do you like most about your role?
Meeting and working with people to make things happen.

How and when should residents contact you?
| can be contacted at the Brixton office at Greenleaf Close or on my direct line of 020 7926 3799
and via email (AHillary@lambethliving.org.uk)

Weir Estate Residents Association
c/o The Weir Link, 33 Weir Road, London SW12 ONU
w: www.wera.org.uk | e:info@wera.org.uk



